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RECOGNIZING THE SONOMA 

INDEX-TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 6, 2004 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor the 
Sonoma Index-Tribune Newspaper, which has 
been selected as the Business of the Year by 
the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

Over its 125 year history, this family-owned 
newspaper has won hundreds of national, 
state and local awards: including First Place 
for Best Local News Coverage by the National 
Newspaper Association in 2004, the Environ-
mental Business Award from the Sonoma 
Ecology Center in 2003–2004, the Howard 
Grothe Award for Progressive Contributions to 
Newspaper Advertising from the California 
Newspaper Advertising Executives Association 
in 2002, the James Madison Freedom of Infor-
mation Award for Investigative Journalism 
from the California Newspaper Advertising Ex-
ecutives Association in 2001, the Lincoln Stef-
fens Investigative Reporting award from 
Sonoma State University and the Sonoma 
County Press Club in 2001, the Justice F. 
Craemer Newspaper Executive of the Year 
Award to Bill Lynch from the California Press 
Association in 2001, the Sonoma Valley Hos-
pital Foundation Award in 2001 and the Com-
munity Partnership Award from the Sonoma 
Valley Education Foundation in 1999. 

The Index-Tribune was selected to receive 
this award not only because of its journalistic 
excellence but also because the paper and 
the Lynch Family contribute to the community 
in many other ways. 

The newspaper has been an exemplary em-
ployer and has been a training ground for 
many fine journalists throughout its history. 

Over the years the paper has contributed 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of free ad-
vertising space to non-profit organizations 
serving the Sonoma Valley. CEO and Presi-
dent Bill Lynch and his brother, CFO and Pub-
lisher Jim Lynch have personally contributed 
countless hours to a variety of community or-
ganizations, including the Hanna Boys Center, 
the Valley of the Moon Boys and Girls Club, 
Sonoma Valley Hospital, Field of Dreams, 
Maxwell Park and the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Speaker, through its industry excellence, 
its community involvement and its employment 
practices, the Sonoma Index-Tribune has 
earned a position of prestige in the Sonoma 
Valley. It is appropriate for us today to honor 
Bill and Jim Lynch, the paper and its many 
employees both past and present. 
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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL RICH-
ARD D. MURRAY USAF (RET) ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF UNI-
FORMED SERVICES 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 
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Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor a great American patriot and tireless 

worker on behalf of our military, veterans and 
dependents. 

Major General Richard D. Murray, USAF 
(Ret), is retiring as the President of the Na-
tional Association for Uniformed Services 
(NAUS), an association that he has led for the 
last six years. In and out of uniform, General 
Murray has displayed longstanding dedication 
to our great country in a career that spans 
over 50 years. For over a half century, Gen-
eral Murray has championed countless causes 
on behalf of the people who comprise the mili-
tary community. 

I first met General Murray just after his ar-
rival at NAUS in 1998 where he immediately 
reiterated NAUS’ emphasis on improving the 
military health system. He aggressively sought 
changes in law that would ensure that active 
duty and military retirees receive the high- 
quality healthcare that they earned. Despite 
stiff opposition from the Department of De-
fense, General Murray pressed hard for the 
government to honor the lifetime medical care 
promise and for the Department of Defense to 
implement a realistic pharmacy benefit for its 
Medicare-eligible beneficiaries, initiatives that I 
strongly supported and led as a member of 
the House Armed Services Committee and 
Veterans Affairs Committee. General Murray 
also initiated NAUS’ unique programs such as 
the ‘‘NAUS Misfortune 500’’ program to assist 
lower income retirees with the high cost of 
their prescription drugs. 

I have especially enjoyed his leadership and 
support for legislation I authored called 
‘‘TRICARE For Life’’ and the Senior Pharmacy 
Program. His support was important to our ef-
fort and our veterans owe him a debt of grati-
tude. 

General Murray was born in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and graduated from Baylor Univer-
sity, Waco, Texas in 1954. He received his 
commission through the University’s Air Force 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in March 
1954. 

General Murray served 31 years in the 
United States Air Force. During his distin-
guished career in the Air Force, he served in 
various assignments in the United States and 
overseas in positions of increasing responsi-
bility. His last assignment was as Commander, 
Army and Air Force Exchange Service from 
1981 to 1985. After retiring he continued to 
serve as the President of the American Logis-
tics Association. 

His military decorations and awards include 
the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of 
Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Joint Service Commendation 

Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal with 
one oak leaf cluster, Republic of Vietnam 
Armed Forces Honor Medal First Class and 
Republic of Vietnam Air Service Medal Honor 
Class. 

I wish General Murray and his wife my very 
best as they devote time to their children and 
grandchildren. 

In closing, General Murray is a man worthy 
of Congressional distinction in his private life 
and in the uniform that he has worn so honor-
ably. I salute him. Job well done, my friend. 

HONORING EDWARD UEBER 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 6, 2004 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Edward Ueber, a dedicated public serv-
ant and a passionate defender of our nation’s 
marine resources. He is a man with a wide 
range of marine experiences, an inquiring 
mind, and a can-do attitude—all attributes that 
he has brought to bear in a 28-year career 
working first for the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and then the National Marine Sanc-
tuary Program, where until recently he has 
served as the longtime manager of the Gulf of 
the Farallones and Cordell Bank National Ma-
rine Sanctuaries. 

Ed Ueber has sea salt in his veins. As a 
teenager in the fifties he was a fisherman and 
seafood merchant. In the next twenty-five 
years he navigated and piloted Navy sub-
marines and Merchant Marine ships, worked 
at a shipyard, earned an advanced degree in 
fisheries resource economics and manage-
ment, consulted for the government of Brazil 
on fisheries management and was a Univer-
sity of Connecticut researcher. 

With all of this nautical background, the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service was lucky to 
have him come aboard as a fisheries econo-
mist in 1976. During that period, Ed published 
a number of peer review papers on a wide 
range of fisheries and resource issues. 

By the late ’80s Ed Ueber had amassed a 
wealth of experiences that for most people 
would have been a career in itself. But in 
1990, when Ed was appointed the Manager of 
the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine 
Sanctuary and a year later Manager of the 
brand new Cordell Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary, he began to take on legendary sta-
tus. Ed Ueber, the resources economist, rolled 
up his sleeves and once again became a sail-
or, making the rounds of the sometimes-rough 
waters of the two Sanctuaries, and navigating 
the political shoals onshore. 

Ed successfully fought a plan to indirectly 
dump wastewater into the Gulf of the 
Farallones; dealt with several oil spills, and a 
forgotten radioactive dumpsite at sea. At the 
same time, he brought the Sanctuary program 
to the public by creating the first Marine Sanc-
tuary Beach Watch program, the SEALS har-
bor seal protection and education program, 
the Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association 
and opening three visitor centers. 

Ed also upheld the Sanctuary program’s sci-
entific mission with an intertidal monitoring 
program, a new ecosystem oceanographic 
evaluating system, and deep-sea studies. 

He was and is immensely knowledgeable, 
with a disarming and impish sense of humor. 
And with those who would threaten the Sanc-
tuary’s resource he is a skillfull negotiator and 
tough when he has to be. He is a communi-
cator who can speak the language of re-
searchers, fishermen, environmentalists, 
beach lovers—and even bureaucrats if he 
really tries. 

Ed Ueber’s love of the ocean and its crea-
tures manifests itself in fierce protectiveness. 
He personifies the ideals of the National Ma-
rine Sanctuary Program. 

This week as we honor the 15th Anniver-
sary of the Cordell Bank National Marine 
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